The Sermon of the Mission Pt 12

5-Day Devotional

5-Day Bible Reading Plan and Devotional Guide: Faith That Endures

Day 1: The Cost of Following Jesus
Reading: Luke 9:23-26; Matthew 10:34-39

Devotional: Following Jesus has never been presented as a comfortable arrangement. He calls us to
deny ourselves, take up our cross, and follow him. The cross in the first century was not a symbol worn
around the neck -- it was an instrument of death. Jesus is saying that genuine discipleship means
surrendering ownership of your life to him. This does not mean your relationships will suffer or your life will
become joyless. Quite the opposite. When Jesus becomes your highest loyalty, he teaches you to love
everyone around you more faithfully, more sacrificially, and more truly than you ever could on your own.

Reflection: What area of your life have you been reluctant to surrender to Jesus? Ask him today to be
Lord of that specific thing.

Practical Application: Identify one relationship or comfort in your life that competes with your devotion to
Christ. Pray specifically over it and ask God to reorder your priorities around him.

Day 2: Endurance Reveals What Faith Is Rooted In
Reading: Matthew 13:18-23; James 1:2-4

Devotional: Jesus described seed falling on rocky ground that sprang up quickly but had no root. When
pressure came, it withered. The storm did not destroy the roots -- it revealed that roots were never there.
This is one of the most sobering truths in all of Scripture. Trials do not determine the strength of our faith
as much as they reveal what our faith is actually grounded in. Genuine faith is not faith that never bends or
struggles. It is faith that, when pressed and tested, keeps returning to Jesus. The pressure you are facing
right now is not your enemy -- it may be the very thing God is using to reveal and deepen your roots.

Reflection: Think about a difficult season in your life. Did it draw you closer to Jesus or push you further
away? What does your response reveal about where your faith is rooted?

Practical Application: Spend time today in God's Word not looking for comfort alone, but looking for truth
to anchor yourself to. Write down one verse that you will return to when pressure comes this week.

Day 3: The Grip That Does Not Fail
Reading: John 10:27-30; Philippians 1:3-6; Jude 24-25

Devotional: Our security in Christ does not ultimately rest on the strength of our grip on him. It rests on
the strength of his grip on us. Consider a father walking with a small child along a dangerous trail. The
child reaches up and takes the father's hand. Technically, the child is holding the father's hand -- but the
deeper truth is that the father is holding the child. The child's grip may grow tired. The child may stumble
or become distracted. But the father's grip does not fail. This is the Christian life. We are called to cling to
Christ, but underneath our perseverance is something far greater -- Christ persevering with his people.
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Reflection: Are you currently exhausted in your faith? Have you been relying entirely on your own grip
rather than resting in his? Bring that weariness honestly before God today.

Practical Application: Memorize Philippians 1:6 this week. When doubt or weariness comes, speak it
aloud as a declaration of trust in the one who began the work and will complete it.

Day 4: When the World Rejects the Messenger
Reading: John 15:18-21; Romans 1:16; 1 Peter 4:12-16

Devotional: Jesus told his disciples plainly -- if the world hated him, it would hate those who faithfully
follow him. This is not a call to be unnecessarily offensive or difficult. We are to be among the kindest,
most gracious, most compassionate people in the world. But even then, faithfully living for Jesus will put
us at odds with the values of the world around us. The question is not whether we will face opposition. The
question is whether we will compromise Jesus to avoid it. Peter once denied knowing Jesus around a
charcoal fire. But the risen Christ found him, restored him, and recommissioned him. Failure is not final
when we return to Jesus.

Reflection: Is there a place in your life -- at work, at school, in your social circles -- where you have been
ashamed to be identified with Jesus? What would it look like to change that this week?

Practical Application: Make a deliberate, specific decision today to identify yourself with Jesus in one
environment where you have previously been silent. It does not have to be dramatic -- it simply needs to
be honest.

Day 5: Where Else Would We Go
Reading: John 6:60-69; Hebrews 3:12-14; Psalm 46:1-3

Devotional: When many followers were leaving Jesus because his teaching had become difficult, he
turned to the twelve and asked whether they also wanted to go away. Peter's answer is one of the most
honest and beautiful confessions in all of Scripture. He did not say following Jesus was easy. He did not
claim to understand everything. He simply said, Lord, to whom would we go? You have the words of
eternal life. That is enduring faith. Not perfect faith. Not faith with all the answers. But faith that, when
everything is stripped away, still looks to Jesus because there is nowhere else to go. When storms come
and roots are tested, this is the confession that remains standing.

Reflection: In your most honest moments, where do you turn first when life becomes painful or
confusing? Does Jesus come to mind before anything else, or is he a last resort?

Practical Application: Close this five-day devotional by writing a short, honest prayer to Jesus. Tell him
where you are struggling, where you are doubting, and where you need him to hold you. Then thank him
that he is able to keep you from stumbling and to present you faultless before his glory.
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